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Abstract Emerging contaminants ( ECs) detected frequently has become an obvious threat for human health and eco-environmental
quality, which has already become a hotpot of researchers. In this paper, the types and hazards of ECs in the environment are
summarized, and the occurrence and removal status of ECs in wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) are analyzed. It is found that ECs
are ubiquitous in the influent of WWTP, and the conventional processes of wastewater treatment can’t remove ECs effectively. It is
pointed out that the use of activated carbon adsorption, membrane separation, advanced oxidation process and other end control
technologies in WWTP could be effective ways to remove ECs, and the combination of multiple treatment technologies is considered to
be the promising direction.
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